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TO:

FIFTH AND SIXTH GRADE TEACHERS

FROM:
TRUMBULL COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION

RE:

LAW DAY ESSAY CONTEST

Dear Educators:


On behalf of the Trumbull County Bar Association, we are pleased to invite your participation in Law Day 2019:  Free Speech, Free Press, Free Society.


Once again, the TCBA will sponsor an essay contest for our local students in grades 5 and 6. We have included the guidelines for the contest. Please review these guidelines and provide them to your students. We look forward to reviewing the creative work of your students.

We appreciate your roles as the educators of today’s youth. We would greatly appreciate any opportunity you could provide to your students to reflect on the importance of Free Speech, Free Press and a Free Society in conjunction with your curriculum and course studies. We great appreciate your cooperation in encouraging students to participate.


In addition to the prize money awarded to the winning contestants, the TCBA is happy to host all first-place winners, their parents and their teachers for our Law Day luncheon on May 1, 2019 at The Hippodrome.


Please review the contest guidelines and follow them accordingly. Contest entries must be received no later than March 15, 2019. Should you have any questions regarding Law Day, please contact the TCBA at 330-675-2415.




Sincerely,

Jessica Lev, Esq.

Law Day 2019 Chair
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FIFTH AND SIXTH GRADES:
Free Speech, Free Press, Free Society
The 2019 Law Day theme—Free Speech, Free Press, Free Society—focuses on these cornerstones of representative government and calls on us to understand and protect these rights to ensure, as the U.S. Constitution proposes, “the blessings of liberty for ourselves and our posterity.”

Freedom of speech is the right to state one’s opinions and ideas without government interference or fear of punishment.  This is also referred to as freedom of expression. Similarly, freedom of press is a promise by a government not to punish journalists for doing their job.  Journalists are in turn free to share information and report the news to the public.  Both of these freedoms protect the rights of citizens to express their opinions and beliefs.

In the United States and around the world, freedom of speech and the press are among the most important foundations for a free society. Free speech and free press are prominent topics in public discourse and litigation. It is impossible to imagine a free society without these individual liberties, yet historical and current debates surrounding them continually challenge us to consider their boundaries and resilience. Changes in technology have reshaped how free speech and free press work in the everyday world.
                                                                                                                       - American Bar Association, 2019

Instructions: Draft a short essay, no longer than one page typed or two pages hand-written, explaining the importance of free speech and free press in the United States today.
PRIZES: 
$25.00 - First Place (Each Grade)
$15.00 – Second Place (Each Grade)
$10.00 – Third Place (Each Grade)
The following information MUST be included on the back of your entry:
• FULL NAME OF STUDENT
• GRADE
• NAMES of PARENTS and COMPLETE HOME ADDRESS
• TEACHER’S FULL NAME
• SCHOOL NAME and COMPLETE SCHOOL ADDRESS
ENTRIES MUST BE RETURNED NO LATER THAN MARCH 15, 2019!
SEND TO:
Trumbull County Bar Association
Lower Level, Law Library
120 High Street, NW
P. O. Box 4222
Warren, OH 44482
Questions? Call the Bar Association Office at 330-675-2415. 

All entries will remain the property of the Trumbull County Bar Association and will not be returned. Thank you for your participation in Law Day 2019! _________________________________________________________________________________________
